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y) the acorn 


EDITORIAL 


Imagine that the Acorn for the past year has been an 
amateur dramatic production. It is drawing to a close. 

The curtain lifts and the chorus steps to the front for their 
bow. They are the unspectacular necessities to whom the show 
belongs. It is theirs because it is of them and for them that 
the show is done. The chorus is the entire student body. 

The chorus parts to make way for the lesser principals. 
One by one they make their way to the circle of amber at center- 
stage. These are the people who have helped with the techni- 
calities of the play. They set up the situations in which the 
action can take place. The art department comes in here: Miss 
Cosgrove and Miss McConnell have been always willing to 
spend time and effort in making posters to announce deadlines, 
contests, etc. Those faculty and students interested enough in 
the paper to make constructive criticisms take their bow now, 
too: 

The director and the assistant director stand in the wings 
and smile as the curtain calls go off smoothly. Dr. Saunders 
and Mr. Foley have been with us through it all: the policy 
planning and the petty problems. They get their roses later 
in the empty gray of a darkened theatre. 

The trumpets blare and the more important principals 
move to the front. They have been the substance of the play. 
Their names are listed in the program as the “staff”. 

The tension heightens as the applause dies after the pre- 
vious set of bows is taken. All eyes are on the upstage center 
entrance. A breeze moves the curtain slightly. 


Then! In haste the curtain is rung down and the orchestra | 


strikes up a fast-moving reprise. Backstage, boys are sent to 
the room of the “stars’’. 

“They’re not here! And the stage door is open! they’ve 
gone!,” one boy reports. 

“This was left on their door,” tells the other, producing a 
note. 

“They must have graduated,’ someone reflects. 

“What does the note say?” 

And someone reads, “It’s YOUR newspaper; YOU take 
the bow. 


Married Senior Women 


In last month’s issue of the Kay Bolduc: “I have found 


cester, 


Acorn, married senior men were 
interviewed and a few of their 
comments on their delayed voca- 
tions were published. In this issue 
of the Acorn, we would like to 
publish a few comments of mar- 
ried senior women. 

It seems that Senior Elementary 
III has the largest percentage of 
married women; some with de- 
layed vocations and others who 
have taken this step during their 
college careers, but has proven to 
done well in college and have 
participated in many extra-cur- 
ricular activities. As a group, 
they have informed us that being 
married has not hindered their 
college careers but has proven to 
be a challenge as well as a 
reward. 


that marriage is neither an asset 
nor a handicap to my college 
career. It has helped in that I 
have a purpose in getting the most 
out of my education. It has not 
interfered except from the view- 
point of time. Though I have 
time in which to study and much 
of my spare time is taken up by 
housework, cooking and _ just 
being company to my husband, 
my grades have not dropped. I 
think that the challenge of being 
both housewife and student is one 
which is well worth the extra 
happiness which goes along with 
Tt 

Marcia McLaughlin: “Actually, 
being married and _ attending 
school is not too hard a job. For 
me, it is relatively easy since I 
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Br Off 


—to the Sophomore Class for the 


much-enjoyed “Younger than 
Springtime” Prom, 

—to Jean Bagge, Queen of the 
Sophomore-Senior Prom and 
her attendants Joyce Harney, 
Franny Ciccarelli, and Sue 
Canty. A beautiful queen to 
rule a beautiful court! 

—to the College Choir for their 
Spring Concert. Good work, 
Mr. Carpenter. 

—to whomever did whatever was 


have a few babysitters in the 
family. I feel that these people 
have given me much help and in- 
spiration. My only problem is 
that I wish I had more time to 
spend with my husband and Eric 
(her son). All in all, I’m glad 
that I was able to continue school 
and have a profession to fall back 
On,” 

Eugene Dickinson: “Being a 
married student has proven to be 
not only a challenge but a re- 
warding experience as well. 
Studying doesn’t seem as gruell- 
ing as it once was mainly because 
there is someone there with whom 
to discuss subject matter. With 
an outside job, housework and 
school work, there still seems to 
be time for relaxation and en- 
joyment. I would say that being 
married while still in school is 
a challenge and adds zest to one’s 
life.” 

We congratulate and commend 
you on your good work. Good 
luck in your chosen field, teach- 
ing. You really deserve it. 

M.A.H. 


To the Editor 


To The Editor: 

In the last issue of the Acorn 
there appeared a column entitled, 
“Hat’s Off.” I would like to in- 
form the editor, however, that 
everyone is again removing their 
hats—and not without good rea- 
son. 

The cause of all the bare heads 
is you—Mr. Joseph Cooney. And 
our hats are off to you because of 
the excellent work you have done 
in giving us a school paper of the 
highest quality. 

Thank you on behalf of all the 
students of W.S.C. 

Sincerely, 
Theresa J. Breen, 
S.A.C. 


necessary to open the gym. 

—to Dave Beard, Fred Elliott and 
Les Brooks who are taking 
“trips” down the aisle this sum- 
mer. You asked for it! 

—to President Sullivan for being 
named ‘‘Honorary Mother” by 
the A.C.E. at their banquet. 

—to Lauraine Longval et al, for 
the Oakleaf ’61. An interesting 
souvenir results from a lot of 
hard work. Well worth it! 

—to the newly - engaged senior 
buddies: Sandy Dow and Nan- 
cy Fletcher. A double wedding? 

—to the junior elementaries who 
are completing their ‘time in 
the fields.” 

—to those willing* to participate 
in the Senior skit. 

—to the freshmen for their 
Mixer. A new thing at State. 


*Persistent would be a better 
word. 


Footprints 
In the Sand 


The seniors, class of 1961, have 
walked the shores of learning for 
the past four long years. They 
have held steadfast against the 
battering forces that arise from 
the sea of learning. They have 
valiantly fought the elements 

(Continued on Page 5) 


THE QUEEN AND HER COURT 


Franny Ciccarelli, Queen Jean Bagge, Joyce Harney 
and Sue Canty smile as they are honored at the Sopho- 


more-Senior Prom. 


Report: New York Conference 


The thirty-sixth annual Spring Conference of the Eastern 
States Asscciation of Professicnal Schools for Teachers took 
place on March 28, 24, and 25th in New York City. Its general 


theme was “Frontiers in the Edu- 
cation of Teachers.” The dele- 
gates from Worcester State Col- 
lege were as follows: 

Freshman Representative, Ar- 
nold Burke; Sophomore, Marjorie 
Castelucci; Junior, Joseph F. Con- 
siglio; Senior William J. Hassett; 
Student Council Delegate, Theresa 
J. Breen. 

Each delegate attended Student 
Discussion Groups that dealt with 
a variety of topics concerning 
the teaching profession. 


Arnold Burke chose the discus- 
sion group that considered “The 
Role of the Federal Government 
in Teacher Education.” This was 
a topic of hot debate, but it was 
conceded that although it would 
be of great help financially speak- 
ing, it would also impose certain 
limitations. 


The discussion group that Mar- 
jorie Castelucci chose was en- 
titled, “Trends in Curricula.” 
Marjorie found that opinion diff- 
ered widely on this topic from 
one region to another and even 
more from rural to urban areas, 


the acorn 


Newman Club 


The out-going officers of the 
Newman Club wish to offer their 
appreciation to our faculty ad- 
visor, Dr. Busam, for his constant 
guidance and interest in making 
our club successful. 

To Father Paul Couming, the 
moderator under whom we work- 
ed, we wish to extend Best Wishes 
in his new assignment and sincere 
thanks on the completion of his 
year at State College at Worcester. 

We hope that we, the officers, 


Certificates of 


Merit Awarded 


Five students received certifi- 
cates of merit from the Acorn at 
the newspaper’s banquet May 
second. 

Dr. Carleton Saunders and Mr. 
Joseph Foley attended the sup- 


S.A.C. President Writes 


As President of the Student Activity Council I wish to 
thank all the students who cooperated in such a marvelous way 
to promote the success of the various activities at Worcester 
State College. Your participation and support throughout the 
year has been most encouraging. 

I hope that next year will bring success in an even greater 


measure to all your endeavors. 


Theresa J. Breen. 


although they were in close prox- 
imity. 

“Teacher Preparation for the 
Exceptional Child” was the topic 
of the discussion group attended 
by Joseph F. Consiglio. The term 
“exceptional” was descriptive of 
both the “gifted” and the “re- 
tarded” child. Discussion re- 
volved around the unique prob- 
lems that arise from the teaching 
of children in this area. 

William J. Hassett chose to at- 
tend the group that discussed 
“New Implements in Teaching.” 
The consensus of opinion that pre- 


vailed throughout the discussion | 


was that these new materials 
should fit the program. The pro- 
gram should not be constructed 
around the materials. 

The discussion group chosen by 
Theresa J. Breen was concerned 
with, ‘Teacher Preparation in 
Multi-Purpose Colleges.” It was 
felt that this innovation would 
improve preparation for teach- 
ing especially at the secondary 
level. 

The Conference closed at Satur- 
day noon with this thought, “The 
map of the future is being drawn 
in the Teachers Colleges.” 

wb: 


Teacher, Go to the Head of the Class 


Routine, repetition, irritation, 
and hardships may make _ the 
teacher callous to the nobleness 
of his chosen profession. 

It often requires an outsider, 
one who is not connected to, yet 
affected by, the profession to 
recognize the importance and im- 
pact of the teacher. 

Such is the case in Toronto 
where a department store took 
out a whole newspaper page on 
which to pay tribute to the pro- 
fession and those engaged in it. 


Entitled, THEY TEND THE 
TREE OF KNOWLEDGE, the ar- 
ticle cited the great essayist, 
Alexander Pope, who made this 
acknowledgement of education 
and the influence of teachers— 
—‘Tis education that forms the 
common mind: Just as the twig 
is bent the tree’s inclined.” 

They point out that the future 
destiny of the world — perhaps 
the universe depends on the chil- 
dren now in school, and that the 
mentors who stimulate young 


minds and incline them toward 
the paths of knowledge have po- 
tent power to mold the course of 
future thinking and events. 

So much depends on a teacher’s 
ability to impart a love of learn- 
ing, to inspire a search for 
knowledge, to encourage human 
understandings and_ tolerance, 
that they say, figuratively as well 
as literally—‘“‘Teacher Go to the 
Head of the Class.” 

Perhaps these words may serve 
as a source of new inspiration, 
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have set a good example on which 
future leaders can build. 

The following are the officers 
of the 1961-62 Newman Club. 


President wear Marion Galvin 
Vice President . Lois Sutherland 
Secretary Barbara Bucinskis 
Treasuretan sno James Grant 
Chairmen— ; 
Bublicityaeearri se John Egan 
Sociale eres Ann Houlihan 


Religious and Education 
Robert Larocque 
Social Service 
Maryann Gniadek, M.D. 


per held at the Tudor House. Each 
addressed the gathering. Dr. 
Saunders emphasized his grati- 
tude for this year’s paper while 
Mr. Foley focused on the under- 
classmen and their plans for con- 
tinuing the example set. 

The recipients of the awards 
were: Charlotte Ruberti, for her 
poetic contributions; Jim Robin- 
son, for his one-man-handling of 
the sports page; Dave Tarkiainen, 
for his cartoons and drawings; 
Claire Tarrant, for her prose 
contributions; and Caroline Chi- 
ras for being the most-promising 
staff writer. 

Joseph Cooney, this year’s edi- 
tor, announced the partial out- 
comes of the Acorn elections: 
Ronald Schofield was chosen edi- 
tor and Maryanne Shea was 
returned to office as assistant 
editor. Treasurer and Secretary 
elections were to be held later. 
The results of those elections are 
Pauline Shea is Secretary and 
John Monfredo is Treasurer. 


Memorial Day 

As students we blithely accept 
Memorial Day as a day out of 
school but seldom reflect on the 
reasons behind the celebration. 

Memorial Day, known before 
as Decoration Day, is a holiday 
observed on May 30 in most of 
the United States. It is a day set 
aside to commemorate deceased 
servicemen and for the decoration 
of their graves. 

Primarily it was considered a 
Union holiday because it was in- 

(Continued on Page 6) 


strength, hope, and courage, for 
those who are or intend to be en- 
gaged in teaching. Perhaps this 
tribute may arouse or enlighten 
others to the cause towards 
which teaching is directed. Per- 
haps more outside recognition of 
the teacher will forestall the read- 
ing of the epitaph of the world 
as—‘It was destroyed for lack of 
knowledge and human _ under- 
standings.” P. Dittami. 


thiewed.c orn 


Acorn Announces 
Literary Contest Winner 


The First Annual Acorn Literary Contest judges an- 
nounced on May 15th the winner of the contest. The winning 
work was a poem entitled “Memorial Day,” written by Maro- 


lyn Sawyer of the Class of 1964. 


Congratulations, Mrs. Sawyer! 


At the suggestion of the judges one prize, instead of the in- 
tended three, will be awarded. Charlotte Ruberti, chairman of 
the contest, wishes to thank the judges and the entrants. The 


prize-winning poem follows: 


MEMORIAL DAY 


My hand’s not fashioned so, to slay 
Two pure white doves for you 

Or break from flowing life this day 
Three flowers of purple hue. 


Let others, as in Classic lore, 
Genuflect in garments black; 
Pour libations at Death’s door; 
Pray, weep, wish you back. 


With the birds you loved, Pll break my bread. 
By flowers you loved, I'll kneel 

That I may banish from their bed 

All weeds, who strength would steal. 


The grapes you loved—I tend the vine. 
The hearts you loved—I offer mine, 
For me you loved; and all I know 

Of love you taught me, long ago. 


To the Seniors... 


The frivolity of the Senior 
Prom, and the solemnity of 
Graduation brings to mind joy 
beyond measure and an incom- 
parable kind of sorrow. 

The joy will shine in the eyes 
of every senior, as, dressed in 
cap and gown, to the strains of 
“Pomp and Circumstance”, they 
march in quiet dignity, into an 
auditorium filled with parents and 
friends and from there into the 
unknown world of the future. The 
joy and frivolity will become 
even more enhanced as the Senior 
Prom steps out of a dream into 


reality. The remembrance of 
gaily colored decorations, the 
scent of sweetheart bouquets, 


soft music and a special name 
will bring its own pleasures in 
the years to come. 

The incomparable kind of sor- 
row revolves about the severing 
of the binding ties of friendship 
that have been formed in the past 
years by many of you. For four 
years you have shared the excite- 
ment of basketball games, the 
qualms before ‘National Teach- 
ers’ or that final test, and the last- 


ing happiness of - - - just being 
together. 


Behind you, you leave empty 


places soon to be filled by another 


Senior Class, as they become part 
of a vast alumni. Their minds 
must be filled with just one 
thing, ‘that all their todays and 
tomorrows will soon become yes- 
terdays linked together only by 
the magic bridge of memories”— 
memories that are funny, sad, 
ridiculous and inspiring — the 
memories of patient, sorely tried 
profs and the lasting memory of 
friendship. Chee 


) 


Study: Pen and Ink 
“THE FACE OF SPRING" 


A Challenge To 


Twenty-Year Olds 


If you are twenty, or there- 
abouts, here is a mind-stretching 


| exercise that may interest you. 


The president of a famous uni- 
versity first proposed it. He 
urged his students to forget 
about examinations, sports, plans 
for the future and such things, 
and, for a serious hour or two, 
try to imagine what they will be 
like when they are sixty. He 
asked them to disregard specula- 
tion as to how they will look, or 
what they will be doing, and 
concentrate on the kind of per- 
sons they will be then — what 
their character and personality 
will be like after forty more 
years of development. He chal- 
langed them to examine them- 
selves objectively and _ decide 
whether—if they keep on as they 
are now—they are apt to turn 
out to be the kind of persons 
they, themselves, would like to 
have for friends—would admire, 
trust, respect. For the young 
people who accepted it was a 
sobering experience. 

At twenty, when the mind is 
overflowing with ambitions and 
excitements, few people think 
about such things. But how time- 
ly — and profitable — such per- 
sonal research can be! For what 
a person is going to be at sixty 
he is becoming at twenty—and 
tertainly will be —- unless he 
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A New Meaning 

The little girl and little boy, 

Their faces flushed and gay, 

Stood hand in hand beneath the 
sun 

In a graveyard, Memorial Day. 

They listened, round-eyed with 
delight, 

To the martial band’s proud play 

And thrilled to their flag’s bright 


flutter 
O’er the graveyard, Memorial 
Day. 
They stared in wonder when the 
tears 


On people’s faces lay— 

To them this was a happy time 

In the graveyard, Memorial Day. 

Once more the golden sun slants 
down 

On ranks of headstones gray; 

Once more the girl and boy are 
there 

In the graveyard, Memorial Day. 


The little girl, a woman grown, 

Has come to kneel and pray— 

They've brought the boy from 
foreign soil 

To the graveyard, Memorial Day. 


Her bright head’s bowed; her 
eyes are dim; 

And on this morn in May, 

At last she understands the tears, 

In the graveyard, Memorial Day. 


makes corrections and additions 


while there is still time. If, down 
under all the youthful affect- 
ations, there are solid elements 
of kindness, fairness, sincerity, 
unselfishness, humility, intellect- 
ual honesty and self-respect in 
the twenty-year-old — these will 
be the foundation upon which his 
life will stand at sixty. If they are 
missing—he is building on sand. 
The same thing is true of the 
young people around him. The 
person he has his eye on as a 
prospective life partner should be 
studied from this same perspec- 
tive. Faces and figures, of pretty 
girls and handsome men, change 
over the years—but qualities of 
character and personality only 
get more so! —Friendly Lines 


Footprints In the Sand —(Cont. from Page 2) 


and have emerged victorious. 

In their travels they have worn 
paths on the island of education 
for others to follow. The dunes 
of sand will shift but the paths 
trodden by their weary feet will 
remain. 

Four years they have laboured. 
Four years they have walked pati- 
ently, methodically, steadily on 
and on—and now they leave. 

They have marked the beaches 
of learning and have carved their 
names in the rock as testimony 


for others to see, for us to wit- 
ness. 

This they leave behind. This 
they bequeath to the present 
junior class and all classes to fol- 
low. Their names will remain 
for an eternity for they are carved 
in rock. 

These seniors, the class of 1961, 
will long be remembered. Others 
will come and take the places 
they have held — but a carved 
name is not easily erased. To us 
they leave behind for years of 


life. With them they take the 
memory and experience of these 
years—the class of 1961. 

Their faces are held toward the 
future. They turn now to be as 
islands in a new sea—the sea of 
a profession as old as time. And 
in June, as tomorrow becomes to- 
day, they will walk away faces 
uplifted, reminding us that in 
departing they have left footprints 
in the sands of time. 


Couks 
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SE M. Whitney Award Sonia Vote On 


The ELLA M. WHITNEY Award—one of the most closely 
guarded secrets on the campus—is presented annually at Com- 
mencement by President Sullivan. The lucky Senior who re- 
ceives the award from the hands of the President has been 
selected for the honor by fellow-classmates and a faculty com- 
mittee composed of Dr. Elizabeth R. Barlow, Dr. Edmund C. 
Osborne, and Dean Marguerite C. McKelligett, Chairman. The 
Senior must have had at least three years residence at the col- 
lege and is judged on the following qualifications: Personality 
and leadership, integrity and loyalty, complete scholarship 
record including practice teaching, and participation in any 
phase of college activity. Seniors and faculty make their judg- 
ment on the basis of contribution to the college and personal 
development of the individual during the four years of college 
life. 

The award was established in 1930 by Mrs. Ella Whitney 
(Risteen), who was graduated from the former Worcester 
Normal School in 1891, Ella M. Whitney subsequently became 
the wife of Dr. Risteen of Hartford, Connecticut, and was 
living in Hartford at the time of her death on August 18, 1942. 

Mrs. Risteen came to the college herself to present the 


first award in 1931. In her brief talk she stressed the oppor- 
tunity afforded by the college not only for the acquisition of 
scholarship but particularly for in professional skill and per- 
scnal development. In gratitude for the opportunity which 
had been hers, she donated a sum of several hundred dollars 
the inccme of which was to be used each year as an award to 
the senior who best exemplified her philosophy of the giving 
of cneself to enrich the life of the college and of fellow-class- 
mates and the consequent personal development and feeling of 
satisfaction achieved by the student himself during his four 
vears sojourn “within these halls of ivy’’. 

State College is proud and happy that Ella M. Whitney 
was once a student here. We think that she would likewise be 
proud of the eight Seniors who have qualified for the award 
this year. Among them is the one who will receive the coveted 
prize named by Ella M. Whitney herself. The eight Seniors are: 
crusilla A. Bickford, Theresa J. Breen, Joseph J. Cooney, John 
F. Gaumond, William J. Hassett, Joseph H. Haughey, Lauraine 
Lengval, and John T. O’Leary. Congratulations from students 
and faculty to these outstanding eight Seniors! 

M.C. Me. 


W.A.A. Season Nearing 
End But Not Quite Over 


Leicester Hill Golf and Country Club was the setting for 
W.A.A.’s annual awards banquet. Some sixty fathers, daughters, 
and guests enjoyed the menu, the 


Lancers In Contention 
For Conference Title 


Worcester State’s Lancers have posted an excellent 4-3 
record as they hit the season’s half-way mark. The four vic- 
tories equal last season’s total number of wins and the locals 


films, and a fine talk by Mr. Bob) — 
Devlin. Along with the regular 
participation awards, special 
awards were made to the top 
bowler (Janice Lumsden), the top 
ice skater (Judy Starbard), and 
the top swimmer (Isabel Sulli- 
van). The highest awards of the 
organization, the white blazers, 
were presented to Nancy Lund- 
strom and Judy Starbard for their 
outstanding contributions to W.- 
AVA: 


Even though W.A.A. has had its 
banquet and made its awards, it 
is still very active in the recrea- 
tion line. In spite of the Spring 
weather this season, more than 
145 men and women have check- 
ed out tennis rackets and softball 


To the Pitcher Who Struck 
Casey Out 


With two on the sacks and Casey at bat, 

That poor hurler had reason to sweat, 

Still he had what it took and fanned him at that, 
But he had not a compliment yet. 

For nine innings he worked in the afternoon sun, 
Bearing down on each curve, strike, and ball; 
Then with victory in sight and two gone in the 
Ninth, he just struck Casey out—that was all! 
They'll shed tears o’er that strikeout forever, 
And of Casey’s bad luck they still shout, 

But why can’t we offer a few words of praise 
For the pitcher who struck Casey out? 


The five remaining tilts are con- 
ference games and a sweep would 
practically ensure Worcester of 
at least a share in the confer- 
ence championship. 

Good pitching from Bill Cronan 
and Dave Prosser (they have split 
the four victories thus far) and 
timely hitting by the Joubert 
brothers, Fran and Dick, plus the 
capable stickwork of Co-Captains 
Terry O’Hara and Gordon Har- 
grove have paced the Lancers to 
their record. 

Infield sparkplug Fran Joubert 
has posted a gaudy .571 average 
while O’Hara (total hits leader 
with 13) is belting at a .481 gait. 
Frosh Dick Joubert is pleasantly 
living up to advance notices as he 


equipment during free periods. 


W.A.A. is very happy to be able} O'Hara 27 13 481 
bom ere vade eee a ee D. Joubert oT iy 407 
type of recreation. ey as oa y Filipiowsla “iG ; ove 
that you take care of the equip- 
ment, sign in and sign out, and Hargrove 26 10 .362 
do not lend equipment with which |} Mulcahy 3 il 333 
you’ve finished. ie eye nes Gronin 12 3 250 
year draws to a close, devo col te 30 7 933 
tends greetings for a fine summer 
and looks forward to seeing ALL | Dillon 5 1 .200 
of you next Fall. Denechaud 23 4 174 
Mayott 6 1 167 
/ 
Lancers Averages Leach 25 4  .160 
AB H AVE,| Prosser 8 0 .000 
F. Joubert 21 12 571 | Schultz 1 0 .000 


—|is hitting at a .407 pace, 
Included in the victories thus 
far have been 20-3 and 17-4 
thrashings administered to RICE 
and Lowell State, respectively. 
An early-season 11-3 Lancer de- 
feat to Boston State was revenged 
with a 7-6 Worcester win over the 


Memorial Day 


(Continued from Page 3) 
stituted by the Grand Army of 
the Republic after the Civil War 
in 1868. In the South, Memorial 
Day is observed on April 26, May 


10 or June 3, whereas in the 
North it is May 30th. The Amer- 
ican Legion frequently conducts 
the exercises on this day. 

Now, perhaps you are more 
concerned why this day means so 
much, It is because we all have 
loved ones who have departed 
still have five games remaining. 


defending conference champs 
from Beantown. 


from us and therefore we should 
pay our respects to them. Instead 
of just accepting the day off this 
year, spend a little time in mem- 
ory of those who have gone be- 
fore us. Ce 


